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three short reports on the Atomic Research Center 5-6 kilometers, ^ 


southeast of Sofia 
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Bulgaria 

expe rimental Scientific Canter for Atonic Studies 


25X1 
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1. An experimental center for atomic studies is allegedly under construction 
in Sofia and covers an area* of two hectares. Tne complex which will he built 

in stages, and not part of the city of Sofia, will include four main buildings 
in addition to various other in3tallations/w§ich will be located the institute 
and the piy experimental physics center, and is intended for use in experimental 
research and the peaceful use of atomic power. 

2. Ihe UdSii will supply an experimental reactor as well as fissionable (?) 
material necessary for the reactor. 

3. Bulgaria produces uranium ore which, however, is exported to the 
UJJfi where^^. fissionable material is extracted for the experimental reactor. 

d. Bulgaria at present has facilities for processing uranium ore but no 
equipment for transforming tne uranium ore into fissionable (?) material. 

5. It appears taut also in the future Bulgaria because of the mcu of 
facilities, will continue to send to the UtiSR its uranium production, ana the 
USad will seuL to Bulgaria* the fissionable material. I’his is accordance with 
the plans of the Qentral institute of the Huclear he search of the eastern 
block countries located in <4o3cow. 
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Bulgaria 

Atomic Research Institutes 


X. In accordance with agreements concluded Between the U8&R and several 
satellite countries wnich provide for the creation of atomic research centers in 
the various countries, work MixitaxtaBjxhKMgiat of this type has started in 
Bulgaria to which no publicity has been given. 

2. Bulgarian installations are being dizsstK erected approximately 5 
kilometers southeast of Sofia and according to plans will be completed by 1 duly 1957* 
The center will have, among other things, a reactor and a cyclotron. 

3. Construction work is still in it3 initial stages. A building approxi- 
mately 40 meters long and 12 meters wide has no w been completed up to its third 
floor, in addition to this there are four other buildings at various points of 
construction. Reinforced concx-ete columns approximately 2 inters high, which 
will apparently serve for holding up a barbed wire fence, s'nrroundixgxthe entire 
area, wnich Is approximately 750 x 700 x 800 meters, 'ihe entire area is located 
in a plain. 

4. Construction plans were made by the Central Institute for Sonstruction 
of iJlaas, Jltsxpxnnlck Glavproekt, under the direction of the architects Vasilov 
and Petfo Kantnrdzhiev. 'fne erchitectlAhara Oozov took part as advisor, file 
above plans prior to being smarted were 3ent to the "udihi where they were checked 
and approved. 
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Bulgaria 

The Sofia Atomic Cent or 
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the oofia Atomic Center under construe- 


tion in a series of buildings whose bordering walls are now being erected, This 
installation 1 b located approximately 6 kilometers southeast of ^ofia, exactly 
2 kilometers northwest of the dofia-Plovdiv and Sofia-Samokov crossroads. 


2. She construction of this installation is proceeding at a rapid pace 
even tnough quite a few difficulties have arisen because of the lack of "heavy* 
concrete. 

3. She area where taese buildings are located is starting to be surrounded 

by a high, reinforced concrete fence which/ j shortly |~ \ will 

be surrounded by a protective wall which will make it impossible to observe the 
installations. 

h. The installations cover a rectangalar area whose wider 3ide is adjacent 
to the iiofia-Plovdiv highway and is 900 meters in length. 

5. The constructions appear to be grouped in three distinct blocks which 
unni presumably correspond to. ta) buildings for the atomic reactor in the eastern 
section; (b) worksnop of the scientific experimental base on the west side; (c) 
institute of pnysics in the central block. 
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6. ihe building in which the atomic reactor will allegedly he placed 

has the following dimensions: 30 meters in 

length, 20 meters in width and 16 meters in height. 

i 

7. Allegedly the technical equljJEent to he installed in the center is 
already arriving from the UoSE accompanied by specialised personnel charged 
with taking care of the aseemhly which should he started in the coming yean. 

8. fhe center will he equipped with a nuclear reactor with a power of 
2,000 kilowatts and a cyclotron whose characteristics are unknown. 
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